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“Loyalty means nothing unless it has at its heart  

the absolute principle of self-sacrifice.”  

Woodrow Wilson 

 

Celebrations – Birthdays 

Britany – Barb – Morgan - Connor 

 

November Daycare Meeting 

We have not had the December Daycare Committee meeting yet. 

I do have the balance sheet and this is three months in a row with a positive 

balance. 

Positive balance on financial spreadsheet.  

       October  $1815.00 

September  $2340.00 

August  $4388.00 

 

November Board Meeting  

President Baysinger stated that the Buildings-Grounds Committee will meet 

soon to further look into the new building feasibility study. 

Presented unofficial board election results.  The elected board members will 

be announced when they become official. 

Stated health and dental premiums will go up 5.5% for the 25-26 school 

year. 

Discussed the reconfiguration of schools survey data from the certified staff. 

Discussed the placement of cameras in each classroom. 

Approved BOE policy 3012 update, stating that after accumulating 10 un-

paid for meals, an alternative meal will be served. 

Approved BOE policy 5045 update, eliminating technology convenience 

fee, which allowed students to take home their tech device.  All students will 

now be allowed to take their device home.  Students will still be charged for 

any damages to their device. 

Approved BOE policy 5004 update, defining our elementary school as K-4, 

our middle as 5-8, and our high school as 9-12 for coding purposes with the 

State of Nebraska. 

 

Other News 

Prayers and blessings for the Jim Manes and Dean Dirks families. Jim was 

a board member and coach and Dean was a maintenance-custodian-bus 

driver for the Bruning Davenport Unified School District. 

 

Staff members, please check the listed Committee’s to make sure they are 

correct, as to who are the committee members. 

 

 

Help Wanted:  

Custodian  

Bus Driver 

 

Financials: Ending 10-30-24 24            23                            22 

Budget              5 ,387,784        4,993,402               4,898,087 

YTD expenditures                 900,882           778,399       763,371 

Last month                 485,430             389,627                  343,241 

% Budget remaining (0 months)   83.29%                84.41%         84.71% 

Davenport Building Fund $454,000 

Bruning Building Fund  $367,000 

Depreciation Fund  $861,000 

Davenport Activity Fund $216,000 

Bruning Activity Fund  $283,000 

Nutrition Fund  $300,060 

(Fiscal year Sept 1 – Aug 31) 

 

Committee’s:    Next Meeting 

Americanism:  Jerry Sarah Jamie Brad Jill C Dan B Yearly 

BDEA  Rick Beth D Melinda Cammie As needed 

BDS Coop  Jeff Jamie Sheri  Quarterly 

Calendar  Jill C Jill R Daina Ali  As needed 

Comm Outreach Daina Mark Cammie Maggie At Inservice 

Daycare:      Monthly 

    Adam Ryne Heather Sarah K Sheri Sarah P Ciara Kathy    

Discipline     Annually 

    Daina Cammie Ali Maggie Morgan Jill R Dan    

Build/Grounds Pat Ryne Jeff Brad  Annually 

Frontline     Weekly 

Grant     As Needed 

ILCD  Deb and Melinda  At Inservice 

NCIS:  Negotiations/Calendar/Insurance/Schedule Varies 

Certified Chris Melinda Daina Jerry Sarah Ryan As Needed 

Classified Erika DeEtta Barb W Jeff Jim Kevin As Needed 

Safety  Ali Chris Marci Logan Leah  At Inservice 

Steering Melinda Beth A Lichelle Jill Britany Rick Dan   Bi Monthly 

Tech Website    At Inservice 

    Jill R Beth D Tara Micah Wade Kent  

Transportation Dan Sheri Jeff Ryan  As needed 

Wellness Brooke Lori B Cammie Morgan Maggie  At Inservice 

 

Upcoming upgrades and expenses: 

$80,000 Foundation repair to address the cracks in the Bruning gym. 

$12,000 Privacy fence West of the Bruning building. 

? Playground fence at Bruning. 

? Possible electric grid in both buildings. 

? Upgrade middle school science lab – Davenport. 

? Upgrade LED lighting in both buildings. 

 

Goal: 

To be the best small 

school in the State 
 

 
 

 



F ROM THE PRINCIPAL: Welcome to the crazy, busy holiday season!  Junior High sports are back in action with both the 

girls and boys playing basketball. Please remind your students that there’s a reason the word student comes before athlete in the 

term “student-athlete.” 

The Elementary and JH Quiz Bowl teams were also in action within the past month. For some it was their first experience and for 

others they are seasoned veterans. The JH “A” Team had a good run at the Quiz Bowl contest in Seward. It will be fun to see how 

much these teams improve throughout the season. 

The JH Band sounded amazing playing the National Anthem at the Veteran’s Day program and all the 8th graders did great with their 

parts of the program as well. 

The music program will be coming up on December 10th. Mrs. Ellis and Mr. Stutheit have both been working hard with the students 

preparing for the concert. 

The elementary has been busy with different activities.  They really enjoyed trick or treating around the Davenport building and get-

ting to visit a lot of businesses around town.  Thanks to all that allowed them to come visit! They’ve also been busy with things for 

Grandparents Day. We also had a presenter from Thayer County Health Services that came in and talked about Seat Belt Safety. She 

talked about the importance of buckling up and the requirements for sitting in a booster seat, in the backseat, and in the front seat of 

the vehicle. So, the next time they are in the car, I hope they remember to Buckle Up. 

Just a reminder, as the weather continues to turn to the cooler side, please make sure your students are coming to school with the 

proper attire to not only be comfortable in the school but outside for recess as well. 

 Mr. JJ Wagner, Principal Davenport Building 

F ROM THE PRINCIPAL:  In my last monthly newsletter, I talked about it being a time to be thankful. While I still 
believe this to be true, there is no denying our school district has not experienced some great losses in this last 

month. Dean and Jim will be greatly missed by all of us, leaving with us memories of great strength and humor. I will be 
the first to admit that it is days like this that remind me to look around and take it all in. I believe that these are the times 
we truly show that we are family, a school family. Through our sadness, we can lean on one another and work through 
our grief together.  
 
As we move into the busy Christmas season and the end of the first semester, I want our students and staff to make sure 
they take time with their own families and friends. While their dedication and diligence to their school work is important, 
building and supporting our personal relationships also needs to be a priority. All kids need to know they have love and 
support at home, which will also help them learn even better at school. Let us work together to help our students be suc-
cessful, both academically and personally! 
 
May you all have a wonderful Christmas season! God’s blessings to you all.   
Ruth Kowalski, Principal Bruning Building 

8 Kyler Koch 2 
5 Jackson Shook 4 

PreK Barrett Werner 4 

 Debra McDonald 5 
12 Kesston Dickson 8 

 Natalie Hinrichs 8 
9 Peter Mateo 10 

 Logan Zeleny 12 

 Audra Loontjer-Capek 12 
2 Jaliyah Diaz-McCall 14 

          DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS     

      Grade         Name                                Date         Grade        Name                              Date                                                                          

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

PreK Rory Elting 16 

 Lichelle Houchin 16 
6 Laelynn Schlichtman 17 

11 Taylor McBride 18 
1 Benjamin Mata 21 
7 Cody Reutter 22 
7 Brooklyn Philippi 25 
K Elliot Eirich 27 
3 Iyla Miller 28 

12 Elijah Weber 28 

N HS recognizes and encourages high 
school students for their academic 

achievement, leadership, character, and ser-
vice.  Congratulations to the newest NHS 
members who were inducted on November 
14th: Kennedy Barney, Esther Cowart, 
Lauryn Koch, Cynthia Ozenbaugh, and 
Braelynn Renz. 



MEET A SENIOR 

KESSTON DICKSON is the son of Kevin & Jodi Dickson.  His siblings are Kendall, Karson, Kameron, Kee-

nan, Kaden, Kyler, Morgan and Malory.  Kesston is involved in NHS, FFA, FCCLA, Letter Club, Football, Bas-

ketball and track at B-D USD High School.  His interests and hobbies are watching Denver Broncos win, lifting 

weights and swimming.  His future plans are to study Ecercise Science and become a physical therapist.  

Kesston's favorite food is Jambalaya, his favorite TV show is The Terminalist, his favorite song is Heat Above by 

Greta Van Fleet and his favorite place to go to be alone is the Shickley weight room.  The most influential person 

in his life has been his Dad.  “He has taught me a lot about being a man and a leader” says Kesston. 

ELISSA SCHAFFER is the daughter of Greg & Staci Schaffer.  Her siblings are Audrey, Taylor, Nate, Ethan, 

Catelin and Gavin.  Elissa is involved in One Act, Yearbook and Band at B-D USD.  She is also involved in the 

Youth Group at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.  In her spare time Elissa likes to work on wood burning, drawing, 

baking, shooting and fishing.  She is undecided about her future plans.  Her favorite food is chocolate chips, her 

favorite TV show is Modern Family, her favorite song is Wiser Times by Black Crows, and her favorite place to 

go to be alone is out in the middle of no where.  The most influential person in her life has been her Grandma Lin-

da.  “ She is a very hard working  and loving person” says Elissa.  She would also like people to know that she is 

really cool!! 

F FA UPDATE: At the end of October, the BD FFA chapter had eight 
members attend the FFA National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

One of the attendees, Braelynn Renz said her favorite part of the trip was Hum-
mel Farms. She said “It was super interesting to listen to Dale and Holly Hum-
mel explain their operation and the genetics they have developed.” Another one 
of the attendees, Lexi Enghauser, said Hummel Farms was also her favorite part 
because she was able to feed a kangaroo from her hand.  
 
Our chapter also attended the district livestock judging competition in York. In 
this contest, we had twenty members compete. Our members judged hogs, cattle, 
sheep, and goats during the competition. Braelynn Renz placed 17th in the senior 
division and Colt Crockett placed 19th in the junior division.  
 
The chapter has been working hard fabricating and practicing our Leadership De-
velopment Events (LDEs) and are gearing up for the district competition on De-
cember 11th. Our members will be delivering their LDEs on December 5th at our 
first annual LDE showcase night. Parents and community members are invited to 
attend this night! -BD FFA President Eli Weber and Sentinel Kesston Dick-
son    

S TORMIN ' Good Cheesy Potatoes:  The BDHS Entrepreneurship Class has hit a home run with their secret potato recipe.   
One day in class, two of the students were raving about Amanda's potatoes in the lunchroom.  After spending time brainstorm-

ing what the class could create and build a business around,  Amanda's Stormin' Good 
Cheesy Potatoes, was born.    
 
Students began forming a plan, convinced Amanda Barney to share her recipe- which 
they have agreed to pay her a "per-pan" royalty, test the recipe for shelf life and produc-
tion timing.  If you attended the Home for Holiday event and loved the potatoes, now they 
can be ordered for your next family gathering 
 
Once they had their ideas in place, off to Bruning Bank they went.   
Borrowing funds for supplies will be the major expense.  The class presented their idea to 
bank officials,  having several pre-orders already in place, the bank 
was impressed the business had already hit the ground running. 
 
We are taking orders for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  All orders will 
be ready by November 27th @ noon or anytime between now and 
Dec19th.  We will ask for date needed when ordered. 
   
Cost is $14 and is a 9x13 pan- feeds 12-15  Orders for the pota-
toes can be placed by:  email:  Lbalke@bdstorm.org 
phone:  402-239-7182   call or text 

mailto:Lbalke@bdstorm.org


N SAA BELIEVERS AND ACHIEVERS :  The Nebraska School Ac-
tivities Association (NSAA) Believers and Achievers pro-

gram recognizes Nebraska high school students who demonstrate aca-
demic excellence, citizenship, and involvement in school and commu-
nity projects:  Congratulations to Bruning-Davenport Students Karolyn 
Ozenbaugh, Peyton Domeier, and Elijah Weber for being selected as 
NSAA Achievers and Believers!! 

W hat's Happening @ Your Library:  Our students are busily reading in order to vote for our state's literary award winners! 
They are also earning their way to the Golden Sower breakfast on May 1, when we find out the state's winners in all catego-

ries. Some students are reading for the Reading Rally at our ESU in Beatrice.  
 
We're continuing to get new books on the shelves so our readers have something new to read, especially as the weather turns not-so-
nice in the upcoming months. A book can be enjoyed again & again, making it the perfect gift to someone on your list this holiday 
season. Curl up with a good book & have a wonderful holiday season! 

M IDDLE SCHOOL:  The fifth graders have been studying online safety & appropriate behavior online for the past couple of 
weeks. The kids have written spam stopping songs, invented safe passwords that should be changed every six month, learned 

to screenshot when things get mean before telling an adult, to watch online addresses to make sure they begin with "https://", to be 
careful who they chat with online because you never know who is on the other end of that chat...all kinds of things that all of us 
should practice, especially during the upcoming holiday season of shopping online. They are tying it all together in cartoons featur-
ing their own super digital citizen superhero with superpowers to help people do the right things. Their artistic superpowers & super 
thoughts will be exciting to see! 

O NE ACT:  Congratulations to the BD One-Act team for earning 3rd place at the CRC com-
petition!  The technical team also earned 2nd place! The following students received indi-

vidual acting awards:  Karolyn Ozenbaugh, Addison Brase, Maia Oltmans, Lauryn Koch, Grady 
Holtzen, Lexi Enghauser, and Esther Cowart 

H OME FOR THE HOLIDAYS BDHS DINNER:  
On November 19th, members of the Foods Class at 
BDHS set their minds to creating a, Home for the 

Holiday meal to remember.   Members of the class in-
clude:Grady Holtzen, Kennedy Barney,Brodrick Dunn, 
LeTrell Houser, Cynthia Ozenbaugh and Shawn Sun-
day.   
 
The students first attempt at preparing quantity foods was 
well received by those in attendance.   The students were 
surprised at the number of "to-go" orders and hope to 
offer drive thru service as they plan their next 
event.  They want to thank the community for supporting this event. 
 
The menu included:  Ham, BBQ meatballs (you may see those for sale in the near future) Green beans with ham and onion, 
Amamnda's Stornin' Good Cheesy Potatoes- (see article about potatoes and how to order) , fresh rolls and desserts. 
 
A special thank-you to the Bruning Opera House, Bruning Grocery,  Amanda Barney, Maggie Vyhnaylk, Riggins Ozen-
baugh, and  Addison Brase, for their assistance and the FCCLA for providing additional desserts.  M Sweets for providing beautiful 
cupcakes for the doorprize.   

K INDER ACEDEMY:  This sweet group of kids from Bruning-Davenport Foods Class has gone 

above and beyond for the center this year.  Not only did they make the sugar cookies for our fund-

raiser, but they also make 1-2 of our weekly afternoon snacks.  Miss Lori Balke is one of the kindest hu-

mans and she has been a blessing to the community this year.  Thank again guys, we appreciate all your 

help!! 

C OUNSELOR’S CORNER:  What a fast month November was!  After learning ways to Recognize, 
Report, and Refuse bullying, our focus in Guidance K-8 is on kindness and being kind to others.  

Since National Kindness Day was on November 13th, all of the students had the opportunity to share 
kindness messages.  Being grateful and kind around the holidays is essential and to remind our students 
what those skills mean.   

The Juniors are down one more test and they have received their results for the PSAT/NMSQT. 

Many of the Seniors have applied, visited, and have been accepted by colleges.  They have been sent many scholarship opportunities 

and have been filling those out as well! 



B D Life Skills and the Entrepreneurship classes attended the financial cyber security 

presentation hosted by Bruning Bank.  Students said they were most surprised by the fact 

that most fraud  is a result of acquaintance fraud. The information was presented by the Nebraska 

Attorney General's office. 

F CCLA:  On October 30, members of the Bruning Davenport FCCLA 
hosted a trunk or treat at the Bruning Opera House.  The trunk or 

treat was originally scheduled to be held outside, but due to weather, the 
Opera House offered up a warm dry place, to hold the event. 
 
FCCLA officer and  chairperson for this event, Esther Cowart, worked 
with FCCLA members to organize the event. 120 Children and parents 
came thru the doors and visited tables from 10 community organizations 
and enjoyed hotdogs provided by the local fire department. 
 

I NVENTURE DAY  BD 7th grade students, along with instructors, Miss 
Balke and Mrs. Voss attended the Southern Plains  

INVENTURE Day on November 5th at the Nuckolls County Fairgrounds! 
We are looking forward to an engaging and educational day of entrepreneuri-
al thinking for your students.  
  
As part of the day, students will work in teams with an adult business mentor 
to move through the process of creating a product and marketing it. This year 
we would like to try something different and mix the students up in their 
teams, this will give them the opportunity to work with students from other 
schools that they wouldn’t normally.  
 
At the end of the day, the student groups presented what they had invented and 
attempted to sway judges to pick their product.  Eli and Cagney were both on 
teams that were selected as “Fan Favorites” by the audience.    
 
The students enjoy the day and the activity actually built on projects being 
worked on in their science class.  We look forward to taking next years group of 7th 
graders to the event.  

M IDDLE SCHOOL:  6th grade study skills class masters the art of giving, receiving, and remembering 
instructions. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

FROM THE STAFF AND STUDENTS AT  

BRUNING-DAVENPORT USD!! 












